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COMMENDING BARKWHEATS DOG
BISCUITS

e Ms, SNOWE. Mr. President, today I
wish to recognize the successful and
thriving business of a yvoung and in-
sightful entrepreneur from my home
State of Maine whose line of dog treats
is truly one of a Kind.

Barkwheats Dog Biscuits was found-
ed in 2007 by entrepreneur Chris Rob-
erts. A native of the Bangor area, Mr.
Roberts left Maine to attend college
and pursue a career as a recording en-
gineer in Nashville. Upon returning to
Maine, Mr. Roberts found himself bak-

ing frequently, a skill he developed
while a bhaker at the University of
Maine., This gradually led Mr. Roberts
to begin baking for his two dogs, Bax-
ter and Sabine, both rescued mixed-
breeds, His paszion for cooking soon led
him to open Barkwheats, and he began
making two varieties of all-natural dog
hiscuits: sea wegetables and chamo-
mile, az well as ginger and parsley, the
latter of which provides relief from
dogs’ bad breath,

In November 2007, Mr. Roberts began
zelling the biscuits at local farmers
markets and organic cooperatives in
the mideoast Maine region, near his
home in Stockton Springs, as well as
online. In very short order, the product
gained immense popularity, doe in
large part to tourlsts who purchased
the biscuits for their dogs. Upon re-
turning home, these people began
clamoring for Barkwheats at their
local stores. He now ships his biscults
to dozens of pet stores across the coun-
try. including as far away as Alaska.
Additionally, Barkwheats™ produacts
have been featured in newspapers,
blogs. and magazines across the coun-
try, Including Animal Wellness Maga-
zine and ModernDog. To keep up with
the demand, Mr. Roberts also pur-
chased & machine that makes 2,300 bis-
cuits per hour!

Barkwheats biscuits are completely
organic, and over 85 percent of the in-
gredients come from local, Maine farm-
ers in neighboring towns and counties.
To support the State’'s economy and
ensure that all items are fresh, Mr.
Roberts purchases buckwheat from
farmers in Unlon, eggs from
Gouldsboro, parsley from Pittsfield,
honey from Swanville, and even sea-
weed from off the Machias coast. Un-
able to find a farmer who produced gin-
ger locally, he collaborated with Sus-
tainable Harvest International, a
Maine company that helps Central
American farmers improve their lives
while simultaneously restoring trop-
ical forests, to purchase ginger from
southern Belize. As a result of its ef-
forts, Barkwheats Dog Biscuits is ex-
pected to be named the first Fair Trade
Certified pet treat later this summer.
Additionally, in an effort to care for
the environment, Barkwheats dog bis-
cuits are packed in 100 percent
compostable recycled boxes, as well as
bags made from wood pulp.

Chris Roberts' tasty treats represent
a truly innovative way to combine sup-
porting the local economy and giving
pet owners a healthy, gluten-free op-
tion for their dogs. I commend Chris
Roberts for his innovation and deter-
mination, and wish him continued suc-
cess with his burgeoning business.e
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