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Jus t  as  you  measu re  you r  f  nanc ia  p rog ress ,  you
mus t  a l so  measu re  you r  soc  a l  anc l  env l ronmen ta
bo t t om I  nes .  Be th  R i cha rdson  (MBA OB)  i s  a
sen  o r  assoc  a te  w  th  t he  r - r onp ro f i t  B  Lab ,  wh i ch
works  t o  make  i t  eas  e r  f o r  i nves to rs .  consumeTs
and  o t l - r e r  s t . r keho lde rs  t o  ob jec t i ve l y  measu re
how sus ta  n . rb  e  a  bus iness  s .  Compan ies  can
be  recogn i zed  as  B  Co rps  when  they  sco re  a
m n imum o i  8O  on  B  Lab  s  ra t i ng  sys te .n  ana l
mod i f y  t he i r  cL r rTen t  a r t  c  es  o f  nco rpo r ' a t  on  t o
i nc lude  cons  de r . r t r on  o f  s take l_o  de r  n te ' es t s
Even tua  y ,  t he  goa l  s  t o  c rea te  a  $ ,ay  f o r  a  i e \ . , '
bus  ness  t o  bL r  l d  r n to  r t s  egd i  f r ame \ , , ' o r k  t :
cons  de ra t  on  o f  no t  j us t  sha reho  de rs  b ! t  o : , ' e r
s takeho  de rs  such  as  emp  oyees  supp  e rs
commun i t  es  and  t he  env  ronmen t  B  Lac  s  ra t  l l 9 :
. \ 5 l a - - i  o v a  .  ' r \ o  a . e a s  _ _ l u o  r g  a  _ o  

"  a  .
t r ea tmen t  o f  emp loyees .  impac l  on  t he  comn-J r -  t !
impac t  on  t he  env  ronmen t ,  and  wha t  t he  p roa l . r c t ;

dnd  se rv  ces  a re  The re  a re  many  pa ths  l o
sus ta inab i  t y  We ' re  no t  t r y i ng  t o  d i c ta te  one
pa th , "  R i cha  rdson  says .
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One  o f  B  Lab ' s  l ong - te rm  goa l s  i s  t o  c rea te  a
new co rpo ra te  f o rm  tha t  a  ows  compan ies  t o
i ns t i t u t i ona l i ze  t he i r  soc  a lo r  env  ronmen ta
m iss ion  and  se rves  as  a  p  a t f o rm  fo r  l oca l ,  s t a te
and  fede ra  gove rnmen t  t o  p rov  de  i ncen t i ves
to  compan  es  c rea t  ng  pL rb  r c  bene f  t .  l n  s i x
s te tes  nc  ud ing  No r th  Ca ro  nd .  we  re  wo rk ing
on  eg i s l a t i on  t o  c rea le  a  ne ! \ /  co rpo ra te  f o rm  to
c rea te  a  s t ronge r  veTs  on  c t  wha t  we  re  ask ing
con 'pan  es  t o  do  a  ready ,  R  cha rdson  says

B  Lab  i r e  Rocke fe  l e r  Founda t i on  t he  Acumen
FLrn . r  a i d  seve ra l  o the r  pa r tne rs  a re  deve lop ing  d

- _  : n  r r < a  l ^  f a ^ ^ '

a f  : l - r e  r  soc  a  and  env  ronmen ta l  pe r fo rmance
-Fe  

l - 1 .S .  Gene ra l  y  Accep ted  Accoun t i ng
P"aa t  aes  d  c ta te  how  compan ies  repo r t  f  nanc  a

'  g  e (  (  B  . -  , , \  ̂ do  hd . / a  d - cep leo  t e r  r , no  o  :  .
l ]  t i r e  sus ta  nab  i t y  space ,  R i cha rdson  says .  "Th .
mpac t  Repo r t  ng  and  nves tmen t  S tanda rds

( lR lS )  a re  n tended  to  f  I  t ha t  r o l e .  Fo r  more
abou t  lR  lS ,  v i s  t  www. i r i s - s tanda rds .o rg .
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